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FEBRUARY 2012 NEWSLETTER

Already we are a month into 2012!  Hard to believe that winter is coming to an end in a couple months when it doesn’t even feel like it has begun yet!  We did get a little bit of snow we were able to enjoy ourselves with.  Unfortunately for the kids and their clothing and shoes, it turned to water, slush, and mud quickly and BOY, did we have a wet day that day!  This was a perfect example of why I need to have extra clothes here for everyone and all children should have boots and snow pants everyday until at least the end of March.  Spring here is more like mud season in my yard and we do go outside as much as we can, temperatures and weather permitting.  
This month we are moving on into the alphabet with the letters Pp, Qq, & Rr.  We will make some Popsicles, design a family quilt, and run some races!  Our Shape is a Heart (no surprise there) and our color is pink.  Our special days are, Groundhog Day, Presidents’ Day, Valentine’s Day, & Leap Year.  We will also learn about Dental Health, Nutrition, and Being Healthy.  Numbers will be 16, 17, & 18.  THERE WILL BE NO PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT THIS MONTH!
We will be hosting a Valentine Party on Valentine’s Day.  All children should bring in Valentines for each person listed: Collin, Ellie, Tre’, Sofia, Sawyer, and Faith.  Also each child should bring in a special treat to share with everyone for the party.  I will supply juice for the children and we will have a special treat for the school age children as well in the afternoon.  If children would like to bring in Valentines for other children here, of course, they are more than welcome to do that too!
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Valentine’s Day Trivia!

· 110 million roses, mostly red ones, will be sold and delivered within a three-day time period.

· Valentine’s Day is the big time of year for red roses. Mother’s Day sees more pastel-colored roses sold.

· The State of California produces 60% of American roses, but most roses sold on Valentine’s Day in the U.S. are imported from South America.

· 15% of American women send themselves flowers on Valentine’s Day.

· 73% of people who buy flowers for Valentine’s Day are men; only 27% are women.
· About 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged each year.

· Valentine’s Day is the second-largest seasonal card-sending occasion of the year, after Christmas.

· One third of all Valentine’s Day cards are accompanied by gifts.

· Romantic cards are the bestsellers.

· About 25% of Valentine’s Day cards are funny.

· More than 50% of cards are sold during the actual week of the holiday, and the largest and most elaborate Valentine’s Day cards are sold 48 hours before February 14.

· Of those celebrating Valentine’s Day, 70% of those give a card, 49% make a phone call, 48% give a gift, 37% make a special dinner, 33% give candy, 30% go out to eat and 19% give flowers.

· The people who will receive the most Valentine’s Day cards are (in order): teachers, kids, moms, wives and sweethearts.

· Kids aged 6-10 exchange more than 650 million Valentine’s Day cards with their teachers, classmates and family members.

· Hallmark, the famous card company, makes over 1,330 different cards for Valentine’s Day.
· Candy hearts (the ones with the sweet messages printed on them) were first made in 1866 by candy maker NECCO; in those days, they were called Motto Hearts. According to NECCO, 8 billion of these little candies are sold between January 1 and February 14.
· More than 35 million heart-shaped boxes of chocolate will be sold for Valentine’s Day.
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	2

Groundhog Day
	3

Superbowl Friday (wear your team colors)
	4

	5 

Pp, 16,
Valentines,

Dental Health


	6
	7

Tuition Due
	8
	9

Share Day
	10
	11

	12

Qq, 17,
Presidents,
Nutrition
	13

Baking Day
	14

Valentine’s

Day

Tuition Due
	15
	16
	17
	18

	19

Rr, 18,
Being Healthy
	20

President’s Day
	21

Mardi Gras
Tuition Due
	22


	23
	24 
Share Day
	25

	26

Review 

Leap Year
	27

Book Return 

Book Orders Due
	28

Tuition Due
	29

Pajama Day
Leap Day
	
	
	



FEBRUARY 2012 CALENDAR
RHONDA’S ROMPER ROOM

FAMILY CHILD CARE


Helpful information
Avoid, "Why?"

A question that it's best to avoid is "Why did you do that?"  Most of the time children do not know "why" they did it.  If they do know, they may feel that they have to tell a falsehood to get out of trouble.  A better thing to say is, "Let's talk about what happened."  Sit down one-to-one with the child, and be a good listener, nodding your head as the child talks about what happened.  When the child is finished, set a boundary if needed. "Wes, I need you to know that you may never do that again."

Playing and learning go together for young children.

Playing is really important for children.  It is how they learn.  It helps them develop socially, cognitively, emotionally.  It teaches them to have fun while learning.  Music is a neat way to bring out children's playfulness. Music can also teach children to be playful while following the directions in a song.







